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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1945. 


Brightwell  House, 

East  Street, 

Farnham,  Surrey, 

October,  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Farnham. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1945. 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles,  which  fortunately  caused 
no  deaths,  the  health  of  the  District  has  been  good.  The  only  dis- 
turbing feature  is  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  which  are  now  nearly  three  times  as  many  as  there  were 
ten  years  ago. 

One  of  the  chief  problems  is  to  find  sufficient  accommodation 
for  the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick,  and  this  is  a matter  which 
is  not  likely  to  improve  until  suitable  housing  and  attendance  can 
be  provided. 

Th>e  shortage  of  houses  in  the  District  is  very  acute  but  it  is 
hoped  that  when  the  Council's  housing  scheme  is  completed  the 
situation  will  be  eased.  The  deterioration  of  existing  houses  and 
lack  of  materials  has  made  the  work  of  the  staff  difficult  in  effecting 
improvements.  Much  requires  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  surveys  and 
reports  and  in  this  I feel  the  Council  can  rely  on  the  full  co-openation 
of  mv  staff. 


Yours  faithfully, 

F.  BEDO  HOBBS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  Urban  District  of  Farnham  consists  of  the  Town  and  the 
following  villages  and  districts:  Hale,  Heath  End,  Badshot  Lea, 
Weybourne,  Runfold,  Compton,  Upper,  Middle  and  Lower  Bourne, 
Boundstone,  Wrecclesham,  Rowledge,  Dippenhall,  Frensham  Vale 
and  Gong  Hill. 

The  total  area  is  9,061  acres,  and  the  Registrar  General’s  esti- 
mate of  the  resident  population  for  the  year  1945  was  22,430. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1945  was  6,189. 

The  rateable  value  is  ,£204,016  and  the  sum  represented  by  the 
penny  rate  is  ,£806. 


Vital  Statistics. 


The  following  are  the  vital  statistics  for  the  Urban  District  in 
the  year  1945 : — 


Total.  M.  F. 


Live  Births  (Legitimate)  336  172  164 

Live  Births  (Illegitimate)  57  33  24 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  17.58 

Still  Births  (Legitimate)  3 12 

Still  Births  (Illegitimate)  2 0 2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  12.72 

Deaths  288  134  154 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  12.83 


Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births 

Deaths.  (Live  and  Still) 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: — 

Puerperal  sepsis  0 0 

Other  puerperal  causes  0 0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  58.52 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  53.57 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  87.71 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  47 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  0 
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The  classified  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year  are 
as  follows: — 

Cause  of  Death.  M.  F. 

All  Causes  134  154 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  0 0 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  0 0 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  0 0 

4.  Whooping  Cough  0 1 

5.  Diphtheria  0 0 

6.  Tuberculosis  and  Respiratory  System  5 3 

7.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  0 2 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  3 0 

9.  Influenza  0 2 

10.  Measles  0 0 

1 1 . Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis   0 0 

12.  Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  0 0 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesoph:  (M)  Uterus  (F)  4 0 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  4 3 

15.  Cancer  of  the  Breast  0 2 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  16  18 

17.  Diabetes  1 1 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  6 28 

19.  Heart  Disease  31  - 43 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  4 6 

21.  Bronchitis  3 7 

22.  Pneumonia  7 3 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  1 0 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  0 1 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  0 0 

26.  Appendicitis  0 1 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  9 5 

28.  Nephritis  7 0 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abort.  Sepsis  ......  0 0 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  0 0 

31.  Premature  Birth  2 1 

32.  Con;  mal;  birth  inj ; Infant:  dis : 9 5 

33.  Suicide  1 3 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  2 1 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes  3 2 

36.  All  Other  Causes  16  16 

The  birth  rate  of  17.58  shows  a decrease  from  last  year’s  high 
figure  of  19.82  but  is  still  higher  than  the  average  figure  of  16.1  for 
England  and  Wales. 
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The  average  pre-war  rate  for  Farnham  was  14  per  thousand. 

The  death  rate  has  also  fallen  to  12.83,  which  is  about  the 
average  for  this  district  and  is  slightly  higher  than  the  figure  of  11.4 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  figure  of  58.52  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
is  rather  higher  than  usual. 

Cancer  continues  to  be  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  death  in 
adults  but  again  there  has  been  no  death  from  puerperal  sepsis,  nor? 
from  any  of  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  apart  from  one  death 
from  whooping  cough. 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Pathological  Examinations. 

The  majority  of  pathological  specimens  have  been  examined  at 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  but  use  has  also  been 
made  of  the  E.M.S.  laboratories  at  Farnham  County  Hospital  and 
Horsham. 

(b)  Milk  Analysis. 

During  the  year  125  samples  were  examined  at  the  National 
Institute  of  Research  in  Dairying,  Shinfield.  The  results  are  set 
out  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

(c)  Water  Analysis. 

Samples  of  the  water  supply  are  exanimed  (both  bacteriologically 
and  chemically)  twice  a month  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories. 


Ambulance  Services. 

For  infectious  cases  there  are  two  ambulances  available  at  the 
Farnham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

For  non- infectious  cases  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association 
with  one  ambulance  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  with  two 
ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car  have  continued  to  do  useful 
work.  This  service  is  entirely  voluntary,  with  the  exception  of  one 
paid,  driver,  and  the  district  owes  aJ  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  spirit  of 
public  service  shown  by  all  the  people  who  give  so  much  of  their  time 
to  this  work. 

During  the  year  935  cases  have  been  transported,  of  which  51 
were  road  accidents.  By  far  the  largest  number  of  cases  were  those 
taken  to  Farnham  County  Hospital. 

A scheme  for  mutual  aid  between  neighbouring  authorities  has 
been  co-ordinated  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 
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Blood  Transfusion. 

This  service  has  been  continued  in  the  First  Aid  Post  at  Farnham 
County  Hospital  under  the  supervision  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Mrs.  Rogers,  the  Secretary,  has  been  most  active  in  obtaining 
donors  but  has  had  to  contend  with  a decreasing  amount  of  enthu- 
siasm since  the  end  of  the  war.  In  spite  of  this  1,187  people  gave  a 
pint  of  their  blood  during  1945  and  there  are  1,591  donors  on  the 
list. 

Donors  are  called  upon  every  six  months  as  a general  rule,  but 
in  order  to  maintain  a requisite  supply  of  blood  more  donors  are 
needed. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  whereby  the  local  authority  are 
responsible  for  the  payment  for  petrol  used  by  the  volunteer  drivers 
who  provide  their  cars  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  donors  from 
outlying  villages  to  the  clinic.  This  has  been  found  to  be  very  helpful 
in  maintaining  a supply  of  donors. 

Miss  Ware  and  Miss  Duffett,  Commandant  and  Assistant  Com- 
mandant, respectively,  since  1941  retired  at  the  end  of  1945.  A debt 
of  gratitude  is  owing  to  these  ladies  for  their  valuable  and  unstinting 
services  during  this  time. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  and  treatment  centres; — 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  , 


Brightwell  House,  East 
Street,  Farnham 
The  Institute,  Rowledge 

The  Village  Hall,  Wreccle- 

sham  

The  Scouts  Hall,  Gravel 
Hill,  Lower  Bourne 
The  Institute,  Hale 
Badshot  Lea  

School  Clinics. 

Brightwell  House,  East 
Street,  Farnham 
Badshot  Lea 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Brightwell  House,  East 
Street,  Farnham 


Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday, 
2 — 4 p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays,  2 — 4 
p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays,  2 — 4 
p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  2 — 4 

p.m. 

Fridays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

2nd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays, 
2 — 4 p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays,  10  a.m. — 
12  noon. 

2nd  Wednesdays,  10  a.m. — 12 
noon. 

1st  Tuesday,  10  a.m.  and  5.30 
p.m. 

2nd,  4th  and  5th  Tuesdays,  10 
a.m. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Clinic. 

Brightwell  House, 

East 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays,  10  a.m. — 

Street,  Farnham 

12  noon. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Brightwell  House, 

East 

Street,  Farnham 

Every  Wednesday,  2 p.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Brightwell  House, 

East 

Every  Monday  and  Wednesday. 

Street,  Farnham 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays  at  9.45 
a.m.  and  1.30  p.m. 

Eye  Clinic.  . 

Brightwell  House, 

East 

Every  4th  Friday,  9.30  a.m.  to 

Street,  Farnham 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

4 p.m. 

There  are  no  clinics  in  the  Farnham,  District  and  the  nearest 

ones  are  as  follows: — 

Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford . 


Males  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  5 — 8 

p.m. 

Females  Mondays,  3 — 7 p.m. 

Thursdays,  9.30 — 11  a.m. 

Manor  Rark  House , Aldershot. 

Males  Mondays,  5 — 7 p.m. 

Females  Wednesdays,  9.30  a.m. 


The  Curative  Post. 

This  clinic  provides  all  forms  of  physiotherapy  and  continues 
to  do  most  useful  work. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  following  is  a report  on  the  present  condition  of  the  Hos- 
pitals and  Institutions  situated  in  the  Farnham  Urban  District, 
together  with  some  observations  on  the  plans  and  possibilities  for 
future  extension  or  alteration  in  the  services  provided. 

Farnham  County  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds,  210. 

Administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

Medical  Staff. 

Medical  Superintendent  and  Physician  (part-time). 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent  and  Surgeon  (part-time). 
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Resident  Medical  Officer  (whole-time). 

House  Surgeon  (whole-time). 

House  Physician  (whole-time). 

The  Consulting  Staff  consists  of  Physician,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
Obstetric  Surgeon  (all  E.M.S.),  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  Radiologist, 
all  of  whom  attend  regularly,  as  well  as  other  Specialists  who  are 
“ called  in  ’’  when  required. 

Accommodation. 

Three  large  and  two  small  male  wards  for  acute  sick — 59  beds. 
Four  large  and  four  small  female  wards  for  acute  sick — 69  beds. 
One  children’s  ward— 11  cots. 

One  maternity  ward — 8 beds. 

One  skin  ward — 10  beds. 

Two  male  wards  for  chronic  sick — 17  beds. 

Three  female  wards  for  chronic  sick- — 36  beds. 

Ancillary  Services. 

Operating  Theatre,  Sterilising  Room  and  Anaesthetic  Room, 
adapted  but  well  equipped. 

X-Ray  Unit  with  modern  X-Ray  apparatus  installed  in  Febru- 
ary, 1945.  Also  two  modern  portable  X-Ray  machines  and  electro- 
cardiograph. 

Physio-therapy  Department,  adapted  but  well  equipped  with 
modern  apparatus. 

Pathological  Laboratory  installed  by  E.M.S.  in  1936  in  corru- 
gated iron  hut  in  Hospital  grounds  as  a war-time  measure. 

Dispensary  and  Mortuary  with  Post  Mortem  Room,  well 

equipped. 

Figur of  Admissions . 


193£ 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Admissions 

1853 

2201 

2140 

2039 

2260 

2266 

2006 

Maternity  Cases 

282 

134 

216 

244 

205 

233 

220 

Operations  

392 

671 

838. 

(Com. 

5.2.41) 

697 

778 

837 

826 

Out-Patient  Attendances 

Treatments  in  Physio- 

—  2271 

(Majr.  to 

Dec.) 

3981 

8479 

10251 

13829 

therapy  Department  . . . 

— 

4854 

8715 

12662 

16118 

20282 

25128 

Patients  X-Rayed 

896 

1521 

1773 

1950 

2175 

2610 

2836 

These  figures  show  the  steady  increase  in  the  work  done,  parti- 
cularly in  the  out-patient  and  physio-therapy  departments.  The 
maternity  and  general  admissions  are  limited  by  the  number  of  beds 

available. 
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Present  Conditions  and  Future  Plans. 

The  main  building  dates  from  1901  and  the  wards  here  and  in 
the  newer  p/art  of  the  Tanner  Block  are  reasonably  good,  but  the 
chronic  wards  are  of  very  poor  standards  and  the  administration 
offices  are  totally  inadequate  and  cannot  keep  pace  with  the  rapidly  I 
increasing  amount  of  work.  Many  of  the  fittings  and  sanitary  appli- 
ances require  modernisation. 

The  children’s  ward  in  the  old  part  of  the  Tanner  Block  is  not 
up  to  modern  standards  and  on  account  of  lack  of  accommodation 
there  are  no  adequate  arrangements  for  isolating  cases. 

The  main  nurses’  home  only  accommodates  eleven  nurses  out  of  I 
a total  of  72,  the  remainder  being  billeted  out  or  accommodated  in 
houses  requisitioned  for  the  purpose. 

Since  1941  the  Hospital  has  been  recognised  as  a full  training  .! 
school  for  nurses  and  there  is  a well  equipped  preliminary  training 
school.  A new  nurses’  home  is,  however,  urgently  required. 

As  in  all  hospitals  in  the  Country*  difficulty  is  being  experienced 
in  obtaining  an  adequate  staff  of  nurses  and  domestics. 

In  1938  a report  was  submitted  to  the  Surrey  County  Council 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Hospital.  The  proposals,  for  which  an  I 
architect  was  appointed,  included  the  provision  of  a new  nurses’  I 
home,  new  maternity  block,  new  kitchens,  new  isolation  block  and 
ancillary  buildings,  in  addition  to  the  modernisation  of  the  existing 
buildings.  Since  that  date,  in  the  light  of  experience,  it  has  become  : 
necessary  to  add  an  out-patient  and  a pathological  department. 

In  1939  the  architects  prepared  a lay-out  plan  of  the  abover 
mentioned  improvements,  etc.,  which  were  estimated  to  cost  about 
^70,000  and  the  report  and  lay-out  were  approved.  Almost  imme-  , 
diately  after,  war  occurred  and  all  building  programmes  were  stopped,  j 

Since  1939  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  policy 
of  formulating  a co-ordinated  hospital  service  in  the  .County  as  a 
whole,  including  both  voluntary  and  Municipal  Services.  In  this  area 
the  Surrey  Hospitals  Divisional  Council  was  formed  and  they  drew 
up  a preliminary  draft  plan  for  such  co-ordination  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council  in 
1943.  Since  then  the  Government  have  announced  their  proposals  in 
the  form  of  a White  Paper  and  the  Minister  of  Health  appointed  two 
independent  Surveyors,  Dr.  Grey  and  Dr.  Topping,  to  visit  and  report 
on  every  Hospital  in  the  London  area,  including  the  Home  Counties. 
The  report  of  these  Surveyors  was  published  recentlv  and  the  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  from  their  recommendations  as  applied  to  this  area; — 

“ In  the  immediate  future  the  existing  Farnham  County 
Hospital  must  clearly  act  as  the  District  Hospital  for  the 
area,  the  other  hospitals  being  linked  with  it.  But  there  is 
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an  urgent  need  for  more  acute  and  maternity  beds  and  local 
informal  discussions  have  taken  place  which  have  resulted, 
it  is  understood,  in  general  agreement  that  a new  specialist 
hospital  should  be  provided  in  Aldershot.  This  seems  to  be 
a solution  to  be  preferred  to  that  of  modernisation  and  exten- 
sion at  Farnham,  which  is  a less  convenient  centre  for  the  dis- 
trict as  a whole.  Initially,  this  new  District  Hospital  would 
require  about  300  acute  and  40-50  maternity  beds,  together 
with  a consultative  out-patient  department,  and  it  would  super- 
sede the  present  Aldershot  Hospital  and  the  acute  sick  beds  at 
Farnham  County  Hospital.  The  latter  would  then  be  used  as 
a chrcnic  sick  annexe  and  Aldershot  Civil  Isolation  Hospital 
would  form  the  fever  unit.  Ultimately  a new  fever  block  and 
chronic  sick  block  would  be  provided  attached  to  the  new 
hospital.  The  remaining  hospitals  should  be  linked  Local 
Hospitals.  For  some  of  its  specialist  staff  this  District  Hos- 
pital would  no  doubt  be  associated  with  Guildford.” 

It  should  be  emphasised  that  the  above  remarks  are  merely  the 
suggestions  of  the  two  Surveyors  as  a basis  for  consideration  by  the 
Ministry  and  the  Hospital  Authorities  in  the  area.  The  County 
Medical  Officer  has  stated  that  the  whole  question  of  the  future  of 
Farnham  County  Hospital  was  linked  up  with  the  proposals  for  the 
building  of  a large  General  Hospital  at  Aldershot.  He  does  not 
agree  with  certain  remarks  contained  in  the  Ministry’s  survey  and 
hopes  that  the  Council  will  not  allow  a hospital  of  this  size  to  be  rele- 
gated at  some  future  date  to  the  status  of  a chronic  hospital. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  that  Farnham 
County  Hospital  should  continue  as  a General  Hospital  working  in 
association  with  the  proposed  new  hospital  at  Aldershot  if  and  when 
it  is  built.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  obvious,  as  stated  in  the  survey, 
that  Farnham  County  Hospital  must  act  as  the  District  Hospital  and 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Surrey  County  Council  to  proceed  with  the 
plans  for  modernising  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  adapting  the  Gas  Cleansing 
Centre  at  the  Hospital  into  an  out-patient  department  at  a cost  of 
^1.435  and  it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  commenced  shortlv. 

It  is  hoped,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  provide  a new  physio-therapy 
department  and  gymnasium,  additional  office  accommodation,  rooms 
for  resident  medical  staff,  waiting  room  for  patients’  relatives,  etc. 
This  will  be  a temporary  measure  until  the  new  building  scheme  can 
be  cnmmen''ed. 
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Trimmer’s  Cottage  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds — 31. 

Administered  by  a Voluntary  Committee  and  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions. 

Medical  Staff. 

All  general  medical  practitioners. 

Consulting  Staff. 

The  consulting  staff  consists  of  a Surgeon,  who  visits  once  a 
week,  Ear,  Throat  and  Nose  Surgeon,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and 
Gynaecologist,  who  visit  when  required. 

Accommodation. 

One  male  ward — 10  beds. 

One  female  ward — 10  beds. 

One  children’s  ward — 5 beds. 

Six  private  wards — 6 beds. 

Ancillary  Services. 

Operating  Theatre,  Sterilising  Room  and  Anaesthetic  Room,  well 
equipped  but  rather  small.  Mortuary  and  Post  Mortem  Room. 


Figures  of  Admissions . 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Admissions  

420 

403 

416 

422 

421 

371 

247 

Operations — 

(a)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

113 

86 

125 

145 

172 

118 

68 

(b)  Others  

164 

129 

156 

139 

131 

129 

79 

Present  Condition  and  Future  Flans. 

This  hospital  has  recently,  like  all  hospitals,  had  increasing 
difficulty  in  obtaining  nursing  and  domestic  staff  and  as  a result  the 
children’s  ward  and  men’s  ward  were  closed  in  March,  1945,  and  two 
private  wards  were  converted  to  take  two  male  patients  each,  so  that 
the  present  accommodation  consists  of  one  female  ward  of  10  beds, 
two  male  wards  of  two  beds  each,  and  four  private  wards,  a total  of 
18  beds. 

While  serving  a useful  purpose  and  being  popular  on  account 
of  its  smaller  wards  and  more  intimate  services,  this  type  of  hospital 
can  no  longer  provide  all  the  hospital  services  needed  in  any  area, 
however  small.  Modern  medicine  and  surgery  require  greater  faci- 
lities for  investigation  and  treatment  than  a hospital  of  this  size  can 
provide,  and  resident  medical  staff  are  essential  for  acute  work.  The 
proper  function  of  this  type  of  hospital  is  for  the  nursing,  under  the 
care  of  their  own  general  practitioner,  of  medical  and  minor  surgical 
cases  which  do  not  require  elaborate  investigation  and  cannot  be 
properly  nursed  at  home. 
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Farnham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds — 48. 

Administered  by  a Joint  Committee  of  Farnham  U.D.C.,  Hasle- 
mere  U.D.C.,  and  Hambledon  and  Guildford  R.D.Cs. 


Medical  Staff. 

One  (part-time). 


Accommodation. 

Eighteen  beds  in  cubicle  blocks  and  two  large  wards  of  16  and 
14  beds,  respectively,  for  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever. 


Ancillary  Services. 

Small  Operating  theatre.  Disinfecting  apparatus.  Nuffield  Both 
Respirator  (Iron  Lung).  Two  ambulances  and  car  for  sitting  cases. 


Present  Condition  and  Future  Plans. 

This  hospital  was  modernised  in  1938  by  the  provision  of  the 
cubicle  blocks  and  additions  to  the  kitchen  and  nurses’  home.  It 
provides  an  efficient  service,  the  scope  of  which  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  high  proportion  of  cubicle  wards.  Any  disease,  except 
smallpox,  is  now  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  when,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  doctor  attending  the  case  or  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
hospital  treatment  is  desirable. 

In  the  Regional  Hospital  Survey  it  is  suggested  that  this  hospital 
shall  be  closed  and  that  the  Aldershot  Civil  Isolation  Hospital  should 
form  a fever  unit  for  the  district.  Ultimately  a new  fever  block  would 
be  provided  attached  to  the  new  hospital  at  Aldershot  if  and  when  it 
is  built.  The  trend  of  modern  opinion  is  that  the  small  isolation 
hosnital  is  an  uneconomical  and  inefficient  method  of  providing  treat- 
ment for  infectious  disease.  It  is  desirable,  wherever  practicable, 
that  fevers  should  be  treated  in  an  independent  hospital  with  a whole- 
time medical  staff,  the  senior  members  of  which  would  act  as  con- 
sultants to  other  hospitals  and  in  the  patient’s  home.  In  some  rural 
areas  this  idea  is  not  possible  and  there  it  is  recommended  that  there 
should  be  a fever  unit  in  association  with  the  General  Hospital. 

If  the  Hospital  is  used  to  serve  a larger  area,  or  if  there  is  a 
greater  incidence  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment, 
further  accommodation  for  the  nursing  and  domestic  staff  will  be  re- 
quired and  it  may  be  found  desirable  to  provide  further  cubicle 
accommodation  by  internal  adaptation  of  the  diphtheria  block. 

Unlike  other  hospitals,  there  is  no  shortage  of  nursing  staff  here. 
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Farnham  Institution. 


120  beds  (67  male  and  53  female). 

Medical  Staff. 

The  services  of  the  staff  of  Farnham  County  Hospital  are  avail- 
able. 

Present  Condition  and  Future  Flans. 

This  is  the  old  Poor  Law  Infirmary.  The  buildings  are  very  old 
and  out  of  date  and  while  the  inmates  get  reasonable  care  and  atten- 
tion the  accommodation  is  far  from  attaining  modern  standards. 
The  buildings  were  scheduled  for  demolition  before  the  war  and  it  is 
probable  that  most  of  the  site  will  be  utilised  for  the  extension  of  the 
Hospital. 

When  the  Guildford  Institution  at  Warren  Road  was  demolished 
to  make  room  for  hospital  extensions  there  just  before  the  war,  the 
inmates  were  transferred  to  Farnham  Institution  pending  the  building 
of  new  homes  similar  to  those  erected  at  Farnham,  but  owing  to  the 
war  this  has  not  been  possible  and  this  out  of  date  accommodation 
has  had  to  continue  to  be  used.  As  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  provide 
more  homes  for  the  aged  at  Guildford  or  elsewhere  the  buildings  will 
be  demolished. 


Homes  for  the  Aged. 

120  beds  (70  male  and  50  female). 

Medical  Staff. 

The  services  of  the  staff  of  Farnham  County  Hospital  are  avail- 
able. 

Present  Condition  and  Future  Plans. 

These  homes  were  opened  in  1939  and  provide  accommodation 
for  70  men  and  50  women.  The  bedrooms  contain  from  one  to  four 
beds  and  there  are  well  furnished  sitting  rooms  to  accommodate  ten 
people.  The  buildings  consist  of  five  bungalow  blocks  with  another 
block  for  staff  on  the  first  floor  and  a large  airy,  well  lighted  dining 
hall  with  kitchens  above.  The  homes  are  of  excellent  design  and  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  accommodation  in  the  Institution. 

There  is  a great  need  for  more  accommodation  of  a similar  nature 
for  elderly  folk  or  for  some  arrangements  to  be  made  whereby  elderly 
couples  could  be  provided  with  accommodation  and  some  form  of  help 
without  necessarily  being  in  an  Institution. 


14 


HOSTELS  FOR  EVACUEE  CHILDREN. 


After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  hostels  at  Woodlands, 
Merlewood  and  Twogates  were  closed  but  the  one  at  A1  Aman  is  still 
continuing  to  take  about  12  children  whose  parents  for  various  reasons 
are  unable  to  look  after  them. 

The  Dav  Nursery  at  the  Old  Trimmer’s  Hospital  in  East  Street 
lias  filled  a definite  need.  During  the  year  6,158  children  attended 
the  nursery,  an  average  of  about  118  per  week. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  children  was  good  and  in  most 
cases  there  was  a marked  improvement  in  weight  after  a few  weeks. 

I Examination  of  the  teeth  showed  them  to  be  generally  satisfactory 
and  only  two  extractions  were  required.  If  the  children  had  not 
| already  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  this  was  done  immediately 
after  admission.  During  the  year  there  were  two  cases  of  chicken 
pox  and  14  cases  of  measles. 

The  Matron  reports  that  the  parents  were  co-operative  and  re- 
| sponded  well  to  suggestions  and  advice  regarding  the  general  health 
j and  cleanliness  of  their  children. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

The  town  has  a modern,  well  lighted  mortuary,  which  serves  the 
surrounding  areas  in  addition  to  the  urban  district.  During  the  year 
37  bodies  were  accommodated  there. 

INSULIN. 

One  person  was  supplied  with  insulin  under  the  arrangements  as 

set  out  in  Circular  2734. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  there  were  a considerable  number  of  cases  of 
measles  and  a lesser  number  of  whooping  cough. 

Two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  one  aged  17  and  the  other 
aged  7.  One  was  a military  case  of  whom  no  record  of  previous 
immunisation  was  obtainable.  The  other  was  a child  who  had  com- 
pleted a course  of  immunisation  and  the  attack  was  mild. 

Fourteen  cases  of  measles  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
as  they  were  of  a severe  nature  or  had  complications.  There  were  no 

deaths. 

The  onlv  death  from  infectious  disease  during  the  year,  excluding 
influenza,  pneumonia  and  tuberculosis,  was  one  case  of  whooping 

cough. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  in  age  groups  of  the  notifi- 
able diseases  reported  during  the  year: — 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Satisfactory  progress  has  continued  with  the  immunisation  of 
the  child  population.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  as 
follows: — 


No.  Immunised 
under  5. 

1,068 

No.  Immunised 

5—15. 

3,267 


Fstimated  Mid-year 
population,  1945. 

1,906 

Estimated  Mid-vear 
population,  1945. 
3,377 


Percentage 

Immunised. 

56.03 

Percentage 

Immunised. 

96.74 

but 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  5 — -15  group  is  very  satisfactory, 
more  attention  is  required  with  regard  to  the  0 — 5 group. 


I had  intended  asking  the  Council  to  appoint  someone  to  make 
personal  contact  with  the  parents  of  those  children  who  have  not  been 
immunised  and  who  fail  to  respond  to  circularising  by  letter,  but 
since  the  Act  of  14th  November,  1945,  which  makes  the  Surrey 
County  Council  responsible  for  this  work,  it  was  felt  that  it  was 
inadvisable  to  have  a local  authority  employee  usurping  the  duty 
of  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  Surrey  County  Council.  The  fact  re- 
mains that  the  present  Health  Visitors  have  not  sufficient  time  for 
house  to  house  visiting,  and  in  my  opinion  some  arrangement  is  re- 
quired by  which  this  could  be  done  in  order  to  improve  the  state  of 
immunisation  among  the  0 — 5 age  group. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Propaganda  in  connection  with  venereal  disease  was  carried  out 
bv  means  of  posters  and  talks  in  some  of  the  larger  business  premises. 
No  notifications  under  Section  33. B have  been  received. 


SCABIES. 

The  amount  of  scabies  has  considerably  decreased  in  the  past 
year,  especially  among  school  children. 

Seventy-five  cases,  mostly  young  adults,  were  treated  at  the  First 
Aid  Post  at  Farnham  County  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  district  continues  to  rise — 
the  number  of  cases  in  the  register  being  nearly  three  times  what  it  was 
ten  \ears  ago.  The  following  table  summarises  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  as  at  31st  December,  1945,  for  the  past  10  years: — 
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Total  number  on 


Year 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

N on-Pulmonary . 
M.  F. 

Register  at  31st 
Dec. 

1936 

28 

18 

9 

9 

64 

1937 

29 

19 

14 

12 

74 

1938 

33 

19 

16 

16 

84 

1939 

37 

22 

20 

17 

96 

1940 

41 

31 

25 

24 

121 

1941 

46 

31 

29 

25 

131 

1942 

62 

30 

33 

28 

153 

1943 

68 

33 

34 

30 

165 

1944 

78 

34 

33 

32 

177 

1945 

83 

34 

34 

34 

185 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  present  shortage  of  sanatorium  beds 
and  the  lack  of  facilities  for  segregating  advanced  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  contributing  to  the  increased  number  of  tuberculosis 
patients. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  district  during  1945; — 


New  Cases 

Age  Non- 

Periods  Respiratory.  Respiratory. 


M. 


0—1  — 

1—5  — 

5—15 

15 — 25  1 

25 — 35  2 

55—45  2 

45—55  3 

55-65  2 

65  and  over  2 


F.  M.  F. 

— 1 — 

— — 2 

2 — — 

3 — — 

— 2 1 

1 — 1 


Deaths. 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 


2 

2 

2 

2 


2 

1 


1 


Totals  12  6 


3 4 8 3 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1945. 

In  accordance  with  Article  19  of  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  Order, 
1926,  the  following  classified  table  is  submitted  of  (a)  the  number 
and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year;  (b)  the  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year;  (c)  the  result  of  the  services  of  such 
notices: — 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year; — 
Dwelling  Houses. 

Number  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  501 

Number  of  inspections  made,  including  re- 
inspections and  visits  to  works  in  progress  890 

Other  Premises  (Inspections  and  Re-inspections). 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Shops  917 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  156 

Bakehouses  49 

Factories  100 

Shops  64 

Schools  25 

Camping  Sites  37 

Visits  re  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  30 

Miscellaneous  Complaints  and  Visits  157 

Visits  re  Complaints  under  Rats  and  Mice  (De- 
struction) Act.  1919  813 

Visits  re  Disinfestation  of  Premises  22 

Piggeries  32 

Visits  to  Premises  re  Drainage  208 

(b)  Notices  served : — 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  under  the 

Public  Health,  Housing  and  other  Acts  115 

(c)  Result  of  Notices: — 

1.  Preliminary  Notices — 

(a)  Complied  with  in  1945  107 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  8 


115 

2.  Statutory  Notices — 

(a)  Complied  with  in  1945  8 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  0 

8 
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SHOPS. 


The  number  of  inspections  made  of  shops  during  the  year  was  64. 
Shopkeepers  co-operated  in  maintaining  as  well  as  possible  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Shops  Acts  regarding  adequate  and  separate  sanitary 
conveniences  for  the  sexes  and  providing  sufficient  ventilation  and 
heating  in  the  working  premises. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Six  isolated  cases  of  infestation  by  bugs  were  dealt  with  and  over- 
come during  the  year.  By  the  use  of  “ Zaldecide  ” frequently 
applied  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  occupants,  the  nuisances 
were  abated. 

Twenty-two  inspections  of  the  premises  were  made. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

The  Council’s  Public  Swimming  Baths  were  well  maintained 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  patrons  totalled  33,588.  Both 
Secondary  and  Elementary  school  children  attended  for  swimming 
instruction  during  school  hours. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken,  especially 
during  “ peak  ” periods,  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

SCHOOLS. 

A systematic  survey  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  in  all  schools, 
both  public  and  private,  was  made  during  1945.  The  old  system  of 
trough  closets  at  the  Church  of  England  School  was  abolished  and 
15  new  W.C.s  installed. 

Additional  W.C.s  and  urinals  were  provided  at  four  private 
schools  and  facilities  improved  to  the  girls’  section  of  one  elementary 
school . 

HOUSING. 

Housing  inspections  were  continued  during  the  year  and  501 
premises  were  visited.  The  demands  upon  owners  had  of  necessity 
to  be  limited  to  the  remedying  of  essential  works  of  repair  only  owing 
to  the  control  and  need  for  economy  in  materials  and  building  labour 
in  the  Country. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  one  lodging  house  registered  within  the  district  was  regu- 
larly inspected  throughout  the  year  and  was  found  to  be  well  con- 
ducted. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  regarding  smoke  nuisances  were  made  during  the 

year. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. 

The  Urban  District  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  continues  to 
supply  the  town  proper,  whilst  the  Wey  Valley  Water  Company  sup- 
plies the  surrounding  or  more  rural  parts  of  the  district. 

The  latter  Company  sends  results  of  samples  monthly  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  Council’s  own  Water  Works  Com- 
mittee receive  and  submit  water  analysis  reports  direct  to  the  Council. 

Both  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  have  been  satis- 
factory throughout  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

One  short  extension  of  the  sewer  was  carried  out  in  the  Row- 

ledge  area. 

The  Sewage  W'orks  at  Water  Lane  functioned  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 

E.C.  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  earth  closets  and  elsans  remaining  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  187.  These  are  scattered  throughout  the  rural  and  more 
isolated  parts  of  the  district,  the  majority  being  at  agricultural 
workers’  cottages  where  large  gardens  are  provided.  In  nearly  40 
cases  the  contents  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  night  soil  cart.  Twelve 
E.Cs.  were  converted  to  W.Cs.  during  the  year. 

During  1946  it  is  hoped  to  make  a further  survey  and  where  short 
extensions  of  the  sewer  are  possible  efforts  will  be  made  to  get  some 
I of  the  dwellings  connected  up  and  provided  with  a water  carriage 
system. 

In  one  group  of  farm  cottages  the  owner  contemplates  providing 
a joint  system  with  a W.C.  and  bath  to  each  cottage  connected  to  a 

septic  tank. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Whilst  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  administer  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Acts,  frequent  observations  of  the  River  Wey, 
which  passes  through  the  Town,  have  been  made. 

The  dredging  and  cleaning  out  of  the  river  bed  by  the  River  Wey 
Improvement  Board  was  continued  in  1945. 

A complaint  of  oil  being  seen  on  the  surface  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  River  is  being  investigated  and  inspections  made  of  drain  out- 
falls at  garages,  engineering  and  other  factory  works.  No  com- 
plaints of  pollution  of  streams  connected  to  the  River  have  been 
received. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Household  refuse  continued  to  he  collected  every  fortnight  and 
deposited  in  the  Guildford  Road  Tip. 

The  collection  and  sale  of  waste  and  dormant  materials  was  also 
carried  on  during  the  year.  Tenders  were  also  received  and  accepted 
for  the  purchase  of  raw  kitchen  waste  collected  and  delivered  bv  the 
Council. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

During  1945  there  were  22  cowkeepers,  25  dairymen,  28  retail 
purveyors  and  13  wholesale  traders  on  the  register. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  and 
samples  from  all  sources  of  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Reconstruction  works  to  cowsheds,  dairy  and  drainage  were 
carried  out  at  one  farm  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained. 
After  these  improvements  were  made  the  samples  became  satisfactory. 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the 
National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying,  Shinfield,  for  examina- 
tion for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  All  obtained  negative 
results. 

The  following  tables  give  the  results  obtained  on  125  samples 
taken  during  the  year; — 

Not  in 


Designation. 

Taken 

Satisfactory. 

all  respects. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Pasteurised 

13 

8 

5 

0 

Accredited 

28 

20 

3 

5 

Tuberculin  tested 

3 

2 

1 

0 

Ordinary 

81 

57 

16 

8 

Totals 

125 

87 

25 

13 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Both  English  and  imported  meat  was  delivered  from  the  Aider- 
shot  Depot,  as  in  previous  years.  The  type  of  delivery  van  and 
general  arrangements  leave  much  to  be  desired.  The  carcases  of 
English  meat,  often  still  warm  from  the  abbatoir,  are  dumped  on 
top  of  one  another  on  the  floor  and  the  transport  men  climb  in  and 
out  of  the  interior  of  the  van  when  delivering  to  the  purveyors’  shops. 
It  would  be  better  if  the  carcases  could  be  hung  on  rails. 

Food  shops  in  the  district  were  visited  regularly,  also  all  pre- 
mises where  foodstuffs  were  prepared  for  sale. 

There  are  22  butchers’  shops  in  the  district. 

The  following  is  a list  of  foodstuffs  condemned  and  removed 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption; — 


Commodity.  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Beef  3 11 

Pork  26 


1 0 9 


Corned  Beef,  Chopped  Ham,  etc.  12  2 18 

Potatoes  10  0 0 

Fish  8 2 9 


22 


Flour 

2 

3 

20 

Dates  

2 

1 

12 

Vegetables  (tinned) 

1 

2 

1 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

3 

16 

Biscuits 

2 

17-| 

Bacon 

1 

25 

Cereals  

1 

6 

Cheese 

23 

Chocolate  and  Sweets 

14 

Sugar 

7 

2 tons  0 3 0| 

Total  2 tons  1 3 9| 


761  tins  Milk. 

26  tins  Soup. 

14^  dozen  tins  Meat  Paste. 

84^  dozen  Eggs. 

43 j dozen  packets  Soup  Powder. 
4 tins  Pudding  Mixture. 

3 dozen  Pork  Pies. 


ADULTERATION. 

Administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1938, 
is  carried  out  by  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  samples  taken 

during  1945: 

Adulterated 

Articles.  Analysed.  or 

Deteriorated. 


ce 

Is 

g 

E 

o 

o 

£ 

H 

Milk 

17 

2 

19 

Totals 

17 

2 

19 

cS 

a 

Jh 

o 

«4H 

G 

o 


o 


o 

H 

2 


2 0 


ICE  CREAM. 

During  1945  there  were  12  premises  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  23  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  only. 

Following  a complaint  regarding  the  quality  of  ice  cream  from 
one  shop,  the  sale  was  discontinued. 

All  premises  were  regularly  inspected  throughout  the  year. 


23 


